
WRITING MEMOIR FOR A
CHANGING SOCIAL

CONSCIENCE
A WWII STORY

A REFERENCE GUIDE FROM SALLY BRANDLE

SALLY BRANDLE





PART I
WRITE THOSE STORIES

S A LLY  B R A N D LE ’ S  T I P S  O N  H OW  TO  CO LLEC T  A N D
O RG A N I Z E  S O M EO N E  E L S E ’ S  S P O K E N  M E MO R I E S.

Take time to reflect.
What do you want to accomplish in the conversation? Prior

to meeting, jot down the stories you are familiar with. Are you
trying to document an event or find clarity on something that's a
bit of a family mystery? Are you compiling a biography, or a
snippet of their life?

Research is key.
Are there photo albums available to look through? Old

newspaper articles? Offer to help find them. Prior to the session,
the internet can provide websites of people who know details
about the timeframe – no matter their global location. Google
the year and location and see what appears. If you find a great
site, study their information, and contact them with questions.
What was fashionable apparel? What were their favorite
recipes? Many old newspapers are archived. Look at big events
occurring near the time the story took place. What was the



weather typically like? What movies and songs were popular?
Bring in as many senses as possible. What flow-
ers/trees/shrubs/mode of transportation/entertainment/schools
would have surrounded the people? What would they have
spoken about at dinner? Draw up a list of possible questions to
help prompt memories that were buried decades ago.

Arrive prepared to record.
For the session, bring a recording device and a notepad or

laptop. The pre-installed recording app on your smartphone is a
great option. I’ve used the video option on my phone and
cherish being able to see and hear friends who are no longer
with us. Find a quiet space where you won't be disturbed, posi-
tion the phone between you and the person you're going to
interview (with the microphone pointed toward you both), and
plan on a conversation that is at least 30 minutes long, so you
have time to get comfortable and properly explore the topic
you've chosen. If you are using video, aim the camera at the
person telling the story. For some people, placing the camera at
a side angle is less intimidating. I propped my camera against a
vase.

We don't usually interact with loved ones or friends through
interviews, so the format can feel awkward. The best way to
break through the tension is to start with a few warm-ups —
basic fact-gathering questions such as a repeat of that favorite
memory from childhood you’ve heard — and continue with
open-ended versus yes or no questions ("How was X?" or "What
did Y mean to you?").

We tend to hear the same stories repeated. Knowing from
research what the people may have been wearing, eating,
smelling, hearing on the news or doing for fun or work can all
be helpful prompts. Asking what someone was sensing or
feeling can bring out new memories. If you get taken down a
rabbit hole that wasn't on your list of questions, follow it and
see where it goes. You can always move questions around, take



them out or circle back to them later. Don’t let a timeline stop
the flow. Later, when you’ve put the stories or events down in
print, you can show your copy to the storyteller, or relatives for
confirmation of what occurred when.

Approach sensitive topics with care.
The goal of your interview is connection, not interrogation.

Give your interview subject advance notice if you're planning on
broaching topics that might be uncomfortable and let them
know they can opt out of those questions if desired. If they are
still open to exploration, go slow, and give them the time and
space they need to open up. This includes allowing for some-
thing many of us dread: awkward pauses.

Although it isn't easy to stay quiet in moments of silence, it's
worth it. Something electric is happening. They are turning
something over in their head, having an emotional reaction, or
might be trying to access a memory they haven't thought about
in decades. Don't step on the silence. That's where magic can
happen.

Seize the opportunity.
The pandemic has been a sober reminder that time is

precious. Your questions and recordings/note taking do not
have to be perfect. What's most important is to remember the
histories that we carry and prioritize capturing them while we
still can. Dementia can cloud over answers. Take advantage of
the time you have now, so you don't have regrets later.

If you’d like more ideas, check out this blog post from Heritage
Fiction author, Ora Smith, https://orasmith.com/2023/03/14/
how-to-interview-your-elderly-family-members/





PART II
RESEARCHING 1930S AND
1940S JAVA HISTORY FROM

VARIOUS VIEWPOINTS

Colonialism: the policy or practice of acquiring full or
partial political control over another country, occupying it
with settlers, and exploiting it economically.

“…At its core, racism is a powerful system that creates false
hierarchies of human value; its warped logic extends
beyond race, from the way we regard people of different
ethnicities or skin colors to the way we treat people of
different sexes, gender identities, and body types. Racism
intersects with class and culture and geography and even
changes the way we see and value ourselves.” Ibram X.
Kendi author of HOW TO BE AN ANTIRACIST

Sapphire Promise was published May of 2021, so the
below excerpts are primarily from 2020.
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A  C O NT E M P O R A R Y  E U R O P E A N
V I E W P O I NT

Decolonization — TEMA MAGAZINE

https://www.temamagazine.com/tema-decolonization-1

EMA encourages you to leave your comfort zone. We
provoke rethinking, lay open current challenges and add

new perspectives. In order to promote exchange and broaden
the way we see, read and think, we publish young authors and
photographers from different European countries.”

“From TEMA’s 11/2020 publication: Colonization is part of
White European history. The colonizers dominated the world
and their sense of superiority was transmitted through social
systems. Today, this heritage is still ingrained in society.
Consciously or unconsciously we still think in colonial patterns.
In this issue TEMA is rethinking the European culture of colo-
nial thought and attempts to take its readers on a path towards
the decolonization of their minds.  

While writing about decolonization and racism it is particu-
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larly important to be aware of the space and position we take
within this debate. We, as mostly White, young people from
educated, privileged families, have never been ‘the other’ in our
society. Hence, we can only relate to the topic by educating
ourselves and listening to people who themselves embody the
experiences of the colonial past and racial discrimination. We
want to use our privilege to amplify voices that are not heard
enough and educate ourselves. Simultaneously, we aim to share
knowledge on topics that don’t receive enough attention.” 

From the Decolonization article, with suggested books to
read:Decolonizing Your Bookshelf or The Danger of a Single
Story — TEMA MAGAZINE

https://www.temamagazine.com/tema-decolonization-1/decolo
nizing-your-bookshelf

t’s time that we all take a look at the books lined up on our
shelves. What story do they tell? Whose story do they tell?

It’s time that we all take a step back from our own story and we
start listening to other stories. It’s time we decolonise our
minds and this starts with decolonising the art we are consum-
ing.” Loula Bounouar
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A C A D E M I C  V I E W P O I NT S

he Dutch Are Uncomfortable With Being History’s
Villains, Not Victims

https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/08/10/dutch-colonial-history-
indonesia-villains-victims/

refusal to confront colonial atrocities persists in the
Netherlands. Pub. 8/10/2020

By Olivia Tasevski, an international relations tutor at the
University of Melbourne in Australia.

“……For example, according to a 2019 survey, 50 percent of
Dutch citizens viewed Dutch colonialism as a source of pride. By
contrast, only 6 percent of individuals polled viewed Dutch colo-
nialism as shameful, compared to 23 percent of Belgian citizens
polled about Belgium’s colonial rule. Furthermore, alarmingly,
over half of the individuals surveyed viewed Dutch colonization
as beneficial or benign for those in Dutch colonies.
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Many Dutch have long preferred to see themselves as simply
victims, rather than perpetrators, of historical violence. The
education system focuses on Germany’s occupation of the
Netherlands during WWII, not the Dutch occupation of
Indonesia and other colonial possessions for centuries.

There have been a few apologies. Dutch King Willem-
Alexander apologized for “excessive violence” perpetrated by
Dutch forces during the 1945-49 Indonesian war of indepen-
dence. This war, which was an unsuccessful attempt by the
Dutch to regain control of Indonesia following its proclamation
of independence in 1945, resulted in 5,000 Dutch deaths,
150,000 Indonesian deaths and involved Dutch forces raping,
torturing, and executing thousands of Indonesian civilians. In
2011 and 2013, the Dutch government apologized for two
massacres of Indonesian civilians perpetrated by Dutch troops in
1946 and 1947 known as the Rawagede tragedy and Westerling
massacres and, only following court orders, provided compensa-
tion to victims’ families.

Despite these apologies, no Dutch government has ever apol-
ogized for violence perpetrated by Coen, Heutsz, and their
forces, or any cases of colonial violence committed in Indonesia
prior to 1945. Similarly, no Dutch government has apologized
for the colonization of Indonesia.”
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I NDONESIA INVESTMENTS Colonial Period of
Indonesia (Author Unknown, pub. post 2020)

https://www.indonesia-investments.com/culture/politics/colo
nial-history/item178

Excerpts from: Different Perceptions of Indonesia's Colonial
Period:

There basically exist three "histories", or more accurately,
three versions of Indonesia's colonial period:

1) Indonesian version
2) Dutch version
3) Academic version – presented below
The colonial period of Indonesia did not immediately start

when the Dutch first arrived in the archipelago at the end of the
16th century. Instead, it was a slow process of political expan-
sion that took centuries to reach the territorial boundaries of
present-day Indonesia.

During the course of the 18th century the Dutch United East
India Company (Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie, abbreviated
VOC) had established itself as the dominating economic and
political power on Java after the crumbling and collapse of the
Mataram empire. This Dutch trading company had been a major
power in Asian trade since the early 1600s, but started to
develop an interest to interfere in indigenous politics on the
island of Java in the 18th century as that would improve their
hold on the local economy.

For example, when you talk to an Indonesian individual
about the colonial period (whether the individual is highly
educated or uneducated) he/she will say that Indonesia was
colonized by the Dutch for three and a half centuries. What is
wrong with this statement? First of all, it supposes that
Indonesia already was a unified nation in the late 1500s or early



12 | S A LLY  B R A N D LE

T

1600s. However, in reality the country we now know as
Indonesia was a patchwork of independent indigenous king-
doms that lacked a feeling of brotherhood or nationalist senti-
ment or any other sense of unity. In fact, wars between these
kingdoms - either inter or intra island - were the rule rather
than the exception.

Secondly, the whole area we now know as Indonesia was not
conquered by the Dutch around the same time and then
possessed for 3.5 centuries. On the contrary, it took centuries of
gradual political expansion before the region was under Dutch
control (and in several parts Dutch control was very superficial,
such as Aceh). In fact, only around the 1930s the Dutch more-
or-less possessed the whole area that we now know as Indone-
sia. Some parts indeed were colonized for 3.5 centuries (for
example Batavia/Jakarta and parts of the Moluccas), other parts
were dominated by the Dutch for some two centuries (such as
most of Java) but most other parts of this huge archipelago were
gradually conquered over the course of the 19th and early 20th
century, and in many regions natives never saw a Dutch person.

The Dutch system of rule in colonial Java was both direct
and dualistic. Alongside the Dutch hierarchy, there existed an
indigenous one which functioned as an intermediary between
the Javanese peasants and the European civil service. The top of
this indigenous structure consisted of the Javanese aristocracy,
previously the officials that ran the Mataram administration.
Now, however, they had to execute the will of the Dutch center.

he Dutch also have plenty of reason to portray a colonial
history that is different from reality. The Netherlands of

the last couple of decades is a country that emphasizes the
importance of human rights and this does not exactly match its
'rich' colonial history. Therefore, the violent nature of its colo-
nial history is often not mentioned. Instead, the VOC period
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forms a source of national pride to the Dutch knowing that -
despite being this tiny European country - it became the world's
richest country in the 17th century (Dutch Golden Age), not
only in terms of trade and military but also in terms of art and
science.

n the other hand, there are plenty of examples that
illustrate that the Dutch are in fact aware of the violent

history (including slavery) that were key to turn the Nether-
lands into one of the world's most advanced nations. For exam-
ple, statues in the Netherlands that glorify people from the VOC
period and the government-led colonial period - such as Jan
Pieterszoon Coen and J.B. van Heutsz - have either been
removed or are criticized by the local Dutch population.

n conclusion, it seems that both Indonesian and Dutch
perceptions are slowly moving toward the academic version

because high emotions (whether resentment or pride) gradually
wane as time goes by, while Indonesia's domestic political situa-
tion is stable and therefore there is less need to create one
common history throughout the archipelago.
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he complex effects of colonial rule in Indonesia | MIT
News | Massachusetts Institute of Technology

https://news.mit.edu/2020/sugar-factories-colonial-indonesia-
olken-dell-0206

Evidence links Dutch-era sugar production and greater
economic activity today.

Peter Dizikes | MIT News Office Publication Date:
February 5, 2020

he areas of Indonesia where Dutch colonial rulers built a
huge sugar-producing industry in the 1800s remain

more economically productive today than other parts of the
country, according to a study co-authored by an MIT economist.

The research, focused on the Indonesian island of Java, intro-
duces new data into the study of the economic effects of colo-
nialism. The finding shows that around villages where the
Dutch built sugar-processing factories from the 1830 through
the 1870s, there is today greater economic activity, more exten-
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sive manufacturing, and even more schools, along with higher
local education levels.

“The places where the Dutch established [sugar factories]
persisted as manufacturing centers,” says Benjamin Olken, a
professor of economics at MIT and co-author of a paper
detailing the results, which appears in the January issue of the
Review of Economic Studies.

The historical link between this “Dutch Cultivation System”
and economic activity today has likely been transmitted
“through a couple of forces,” Olken suggests. One of them, he
says, is the building of “complementary infrastructure” such as
railroads and roads, which remain in place in contemporary
Indonesia.

The other mechanism, Olken says, is that “industries grew
up around the sugar [industry], and those industries persisted.
And once you have this manufacturing environment, that can
lead to other changes: More infrastructure and more schools
have persisted in these areas as well.”

To be sure, Olken says, the empirical conclusions of the
study do not represent validation of Dutch colonial rule, which
lasted from the early 1600s until 1949 and significantly
restricted the rights and self-constructed political institutions of
Indonesians. Dutch rule had long-lasting effects in many areas
of civic life, and the Dutch Cultivation System used forced labor,
for one thing.

“This paper is not trying to argue that the [Dutch] colonial
enterprise was a net good for the people of the time,” Olken
emphasizes. “I want to be very clear on that. That’s not what
we’re saying.”

“…Moreover, Olken notes, the paper cannot determine the
net effect of the Dutch Cultivation System on Indonesian
economic growth. That is, in the absence of Dutch rule, Indone-
sia’s economy would have certainly grown on it own — but it is
impossible to say whether it would have expanded at a rate
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faster, slower, or equivalent to the trajectory it had under the
Dutch.

“We can’t say what would have happened if the Dutch had
never showed up in Indonesia,” Olken says. “And of course the
Dutch [colonizing] Indonesia had all kinds of effects well
beyond the scope of this paper, many of them negative for the
contemporaneous population.”



I

P E R S O N A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E

ndonesian Professor Budiman Minasny provided
Brandle with a contemporary point of view in 2020.

From personal correspondence between Prof. Minasny and
author Sally Brandle:

“My article ** is mostly on workers working in European or
Dutch plantations in Sumatra, I imagine similar treatment as
well to other parts of Indonesia during colonial time.”

… “I think the problem with most Dutch (and your friend
{reference to the Dutch person supplying photos}) is that they
think they treat their maids nicely, otherwise they would have
lived in the village. The maid should be privileged to work for
the Dutch.

As the novel (Our Servants in India), tried to convey, the
Dutch made themselves as the ruler and the first class citizen. A
writer wrote "the first thing I learned in Sumatra was that there
are two kinds of people in the world: white and coloured. The
white is the master and ruler in the strict sense."

• • •
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rom: THE CONVERSATION Academic rigor, journalistic
flair

he dark history of slavery and racism in Indonesia during
the Dutch colonial period. By Budiman Minasny

Published July 2, 2020

https://theconversation.com/the-dark-history-of-slavery-and-
racism-in-indonesia-during-the-dutch-colonial-period-141457

Excerpts:
“Slave trading was widely carried out during the Dutch colo-

nial period in Indonesia. Especially in North Sumatra, human
trading for plantation workers, known as coolies, was widely
practiced around 150 years ago.

….With the rapid development of plantations, he needed
more workers. Every year, thousands of Chinese coolies were
brought in from Penang and Singapore. Workers from Java,
Banjar, and India were also shipped in.”

“Starting in 1910, coolies were also shipped from Java as
new rubber plantations were established. By 1930 there were
26,000 Chinese, 230,000 Javanese, and 1,000 Indians working
on Deli plantations.

In 1902, Van der Brand, a Dutch lawyer in Medan, revealed
the brutality of colonial planters towards their workers in a
pamphlet entitled “Millions from Deli (De Millionen uit Deli)”.
This publication is considered the Max Havelaar of Deli.”

hotos below provided by (University of Sydney) Professor
Budiman Minasny who wrote:
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”The servant always sits lower on the floor or behind
carrying the baby.”
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“This photo says it all.”



Q

T H E  D U T C H  V I E W P O I NT,
H I S T O R I C A L

uotes from “Our Servants in India” by M.H. Székely-
Lulofs printed in 1948 (written in 1896) Translated
from Dutch into English by Google. Note that at the

time this was written, the islands we know as Indonesia were all
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considered by the Dutch as part of The Dutch East Indies, hence
the India reference in the title.

hoever is only a servant and possesses nothing of
the grandseigneur in himself, personifies a social

disorder and is an insult not only to himself and everyone whom
he serves, but also for serving, for service. He does not under-
stand the subtle nuances of naturally determined order of prece-
dence in men and things, he personifies alone, brutally and
shockingly, the injustice that stings in all things, which are
carried out without soul and without wisdom.

h, when I think back to our Indian servants! With
how much grandezza they moved through our lives

and their own lives, with how much quiet dignity did they
perform their task, with how much insight did they hold their
rank in society! I think back to them and I never feel that I
committed injustice against them. I am grateful to them for
that. Also for the virtuosity with which they have disarmed all
imperiousness in me, by serving me with greater and more
complete surrender than I could have ever expected from
service. I am grateful to them that in me they killed every self-
importance, by offering me their services as a great and beau-
tiful gift, to which I was entitled, but that I would nevertheless
not possess it without their willingness to give it to me.

….Two very young people stay with a resident on Java, brand
new, imported from Holland: the new aspiring controller-at-
disposal with his young wife. As extensive as his title is, so
limited is his power. He is still...... nothing, civil servant in the
making, promoted Indological student at the gate of practice: 22
years old he is, blond and slender, and rather he seems to be the
brother than the husband of the 20-year-old girl, who is not yet
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seen as the married state. Two Dutch children, who have just
crossed the threshold of adulthood. On their right hand is the
gold wedding ring, where they are addressed with: 'Madam', he
wears the white cotton official uniform with the silver official
buttons of his rank and the silver band around his service cap.
….The Javanese calls him: 'Kandjeng toewan' - Mr. Your Honor.
For here, in this country, he represents the governing power and
a higher social order. With his young wife, he belongs to the
caste of rulers and this has now become the most important,
declaring everything else null and void: their youth, their green-
ness, their still subaltern rank. Kandjeng toewan and njonja.
They only stay with the resident for a few days, in the pavilion
of the imposing, power and authority-exhaling residents' house,
which has stone pillars and softly mirrored, white marble floors;
where the Dutch standard flutters between waringins and king
palms and sentries of the gendarmerie keep watch at both gates
of the garden. They themselves, only on the first rung of the
social ladder, will soon move into a much smaller, more primi-
tive house, somewhere in the interior, on the place designated
to the young controller. There they will run their first house-
hold, their own, their first servants of their own. 'But can't I do
it without servants?' the young woman asks the residents's wife.
'We only have such a small salary, I would like to save, I am
young and healthy, I would prefer to have something on my
hands, what else do I have to do with my whole day?! Maybe
one servant for the roughest and hardest work?' 'Oh, no, dear
child!!' exclaims the residents woman, who has had 15 tropical
years. 'Don't forget, you're in India, your husband has a position!
He is a civil servant, a representative of the Dutch authority!! At
the very least, you should have a houseboy, a babu and a stable-
hand. It can't be any less!!' "But what should I do?" 'Exercising
supreme supervision. Sewing, adjusting, taking care of your
flower vases ......' 'Dust off?' 'Oh, no!!' "Don't make a bed either?"
'If you don't!!' 'You can cook. Not every day. So occasionally
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some cooking. An extra saucer for your husband. That's
allowed.' 'But why that?' The resident's wife smiles. 'Because a
woman is allowed to consume her husband's heart.' 'But how do
I know what I can do and what I can't do?' "You can only do that,
which is not gross or humble work. You must remain on your
lofty platform, so that serving you becomes an honor to the
servant. Respect for you must elevate service to you as a privi-
lege. Your duty is to make the one who serves you a privilege, a
worship service." 'How difficult......!!' 'Very difficult! But I will
give you someone who will teach you." 'Who......?' the young
woman asks in surprise. 'Sitih. An old girl of mine.' 'An old girl
of yours......?!' "Yes. Babu Sitih.' "But can you miss her?" "She
doesn't work anymore. She lives in her own house in the dessa.
Only occasionally does she do a job for me, as now ...... She will
help you with everything. She will teach you the Indian house-
hold and how to deal with her people.

e write 1896, life on Java is still very cheap. A katti
rice costs 3 cents, a chicken 9, a bunch of bananas

a penny, for 2 cents you buy two eggs. But...... wages are not the
only factor. Serving with satisfaction also depends mainly on the
fineness and justice of the tuwan and the njonja, on their
'haloes-ness' and their 'patoet-ness'. That is of very different,
much higher value than money. There is also the 'stand' of the
service. Toewan is not just a White man, he is an outside civil
servant. He is an authority. Entering his yard is a favor; to serve
an honor in his home.”
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A contemporary Dutch publication:

. de Jong, The Collapse of a Colonial Society. The Dutch in
Indonesia during the Second World War (Leiden: KITLV Press,

2002) 570 pp. isbn 90-6718-203-6
Chapter III is titled “Starvation of the Indies”.
“…Japanese policy took no account of Indonesian inter-

ests….The ‘Principles for the administration of the occupied
areas in the Nampo’ – which were approved by the highest
Japanese govenrment body, the Liaison Conference between
cabinet ministers and the military leadership, on 20 November
1941, that is, before it had been decided to got to war – put it as
follows: ‘If the acquistion of resources vital to the national
defense and the aim of making the troops self-sufficient
adversely affect the standard of living of the indigenous people,
this must be accepted’. It was thus forseen that there would be
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an adverse effect, and this was regarded as acceptable in princi-
ple. In late 1941 they could not predict how severe this effect
would be, but it had already been decided that the military
administration in charge of the East Indies would not be overly
concerned about it. All that mattered was how far they could go
without causing numerous, widespread revolts. “

Sally Brandle note:
After the war, Allies found warehouses full of rice. Neither

the indigenous Indonesians or the European/Eurasian POWs
should have starved during the Japanese occupation.

ROJECT MUSE
Volume 20, Number 1, April 2005 By M.R. Fernando

Sojourn: Journal of Social Issues in Southeast Asia
ISEAS–Yusof Ishak Institute Review of The Collapse of a

Colonial Society: The Dutch in Indonesia during the Second
World War. By L. De Jong.

https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/70/article/400123/pdf

“…The Japanese occupation of Southeast Asia is a highly
sensitive and controversial subject as shown by the outbursts of
anger by one country or another at the slightest indication of
lack of remorse on the part of Japan about its conduct during
the Second World War. Louis deJong's book provides a detailed
account of the experience of European (mostly Dutch and
Eurasian) inhabitants of the Dutch East Indies, a subject which
has received little attention in the literature focused on Indone-
sia's struggle for freedom during and after the Japanese occupa-
tion. One cannot deny such deplorable action by Indonesians
and Japanese by all accounts, but we also need to consider the
humane conduct of many Japanese and Indonesians in any
balanced view of the situation.
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….. It is also striking indeed that most Dutch men and
women who now criticized Indonesians for kowtowing to the
Japanese and ignoring the plight of the Dutch hardly gave a
thought to their own conduct towards Indonesians before the
occupation. The evidence of European victims of Japanese occu-
pation is partial towards the Dutch themselves and needs to be
carefully weighed before drawing any conclusion. De Jong
presents his evidence without any personal commitment,
showing his awareness of the problematic nature of his
evidence. He is sympathetic towards his subject, needless to say,
but draws the reader's attention to the somewhat one-sided
nature of his narrative. It is a measure of success that the reader
finds himself in sympathy with the plight of Europeans during
the Japanese occupation while recognizing the less congenial
side of Dutch colonial rule. De Jong begins his narrative with an
account of the 'elimination" of the Dutch power in the Indies, a
graphic account of the way in which the Dutch rulers were
caught by surprise...



E
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A  C O NT E M P O R A R Y  D U T C H
V I E W P O I NT

xcerpt from Sally Brandle’s personal correspondence from
2020 with a man in The Netherlands who provided

invaluable insight into the Dutch version of 1930s Batavian
culture and numerous photos of Batavia, Java. He received an
Economics degree from Erasmus University in Rotterdam. His
DEI reference equates to Dutch East Indies, not Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion:

ear Sally,
So far I can remember you mentioned DEI slavery in

your introduction as well as in ch3 (people saying to each other
that they were happy that slavery was over and the VOC was
acting not so friendly in the past).

People (whites and colored as well as some native cate-
gories) in DEI were more Dutch than the Dutch in Holland.
There was a statue of the founder of Batavia (J.P. Coen) in front
of the Finance Dept (Waterlooplein). This statue was honored
several times a year (civil and military). People were proud to be
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Dutch, admired the VOC (sometimes with good reasons) and
were fanatic monarchists.

And there is more. Slavery in Dutch East India can not be
compared with slavery once in the USA.

The VOC (not the Dutch West-Indian Company in the
Americas) was modestly active in slave trade (75000 totally over
200 years).

Most slaves were transported from Sub-continental India and
Madagascar to South Africa.

In Java, 19th century and before, land was cultivated by
village farmers (poor people indeed), suppressed by local aris-
tocracy (Dutch were in power, so they were responsible). In Java
and elsewhere local (Muslim) slavery was impossible (in VOC
times also) because of the fear for trouble with the Muslim
population as well with Muslim rulers on Java (Bantam and
Mataram [Jokyakarta/Surakarta]).

Those rulers had slaves themselves, mostly bought on Bugi-
nese and Bali slave markets.

There was no plantation slavery and there has never been in
Java. On plantations life could be hard (not always), but there
was payment (low), there were contracts (true: hard labour as a
result until ca 1880, except for areas far away [after 1880]).

Slavery on Java was mostly house slavery after 1800. Before
1800 the VOC used slaves (not from nearby Muslim areas) in
warehouses and on dockyards (and for house slavery). Many
VOC slaves were craftsmen and were holding slaves themselves.

In 1814 slave trade was forbidden in DEI and slave traders
risked death penalty. Slavery was fading away. Between 1814
and 1-1-1860!! (slavery was forbidden in DEI) most house
slaves were so-called pandelingen (people who pledged, pawned
themselves). So, poor, who sold themselves because of their
debts and/or their hopeless poverty.

DEI people anno 1935 most likely had not the faintest idea
about slavery in DEI once. I feel very sorry to say so (I mean this
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well, as a friend, honestly), but I have the feeling that you
transfer the slavery discussion of today to DEI 1935.

What is the meaning of this for your novel? In my opinion it
is better to illustrate the position of the several kinds of
servants in DEI in your story (couleur locale). Drivers, Luther,
Kokki first. And than, sort of second rank, the other ones,
snapped at, snarled at by their bosses.

The first ones got more social attention than the other ones.
Well, I think so.

There was in the entire Far East and Sub-continental India
(French, Dutch, English possessions) a sort of slavery hybrid:
the coolie.

He (mostly) was a kind of pandeling. Very often he was a
Chinese working in a mine somewhere far away under the
command of a Chinese "captain".





PART III
TIMELINE OF EVENTS ON

JAVA VS. WWII EVENTS









PART IV
MORE PHOTOS FROM IRIS’S

FAMILY

More photos from Iris’s family, all taken prior to WWII:

Iris and her brothers.



Iris and her mom



The servants who lived in the annex.



Iris and Richard attending a costume party. A world of privilege, soon to be
upended by the Japanese invasion.



Mansion Iris on Boxlaan Rd.



Iris on Maggy.



An outing to look at crops.



Oudje, Iris’s nanny, sits beside her in the photo, circa 1949. Iris brought her two
children to see Oudje before she left for Holland. Iris never returned to Java.



PART V
Q & A POSSIBILITIES

Q & A possibilities

Are you inspired to capture memories now?

Which colonial system were you born into/involved with? Your
relatives? Which colonial systems do you see still in place?

Did any family or friends fight in the Pacific in WWII?

Did any of the material evoke an ‘aha’ moment? How did that
make you feel? Are you interested in learning more?




